Connecticut Gov. Lowell Weicker (left) won as an independent in 1990. Now Sen. Charles S. Robb (center) is '

threatened by two independents in Virginia, and former Maine Gov. Joseph Brennan faces a strong outsider.

Lure of independents threatens
status quo of two U.S. parties

By Donald Lambro

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The political bickering that has
turned Virginia's Senate election
into a four-way race may be unique

to that state, but look for more in-'

dependent candidates in the years

to come, say campaign analysts.
“It’s a situation unique to Vir-

ginia for now;” said Curtis Gans,

director of the
N-EWS Committee for

the Study of the
ANALYSIS American Elec-
— torate. “But
down the road I think we are going
to have more independent candi-
d_acies and conceivably more par-
ties.” .

Connecticut Gov. Lowell Wei-
cker Jr. won as an independent in
1990, as did Alaska Gov. Walter
Hickel.

The Ross Perot phenomenon,
when the blustery billionaire
came out of nowhere to win 19 per-
cent of the vote in the 1992 pres-
idential election, has left a strong
imprint on national politics.

Many campaign strategists like
Mr. Gans believe that a future in-
dependent presidential candidate,
with a less volatile and more reas-
suring personality, could succeed
where Mr. Perot failed.

In an election year when voters
are described as angry, cranky,
cynical and anti-incumbent, it is
perhaps surprising that more ma-
jor independent candidates are
not running for state and congres-
sional offices.

There are a number of minor
independent candidacies around
the country running under the

-Green Party banner, an environ-

mental group. But none is given
any chance of winning, though
they can act as spoilers by draw-
ing more votes away from Demo-
cratic candidates. »

Besides Virginia, the only state
where an independent is given a
chance of succeeding is Maine,
which has a history of electing in-
dependent candidates. In 1974
Maine elected independent James
B. Longley as its governor.

In this year’s gubernatorial
race, former Democrat Angus
King, a businessman and former
talk-show host, is running as an
independent on a tax-cutting, pro-
business,  welfare-reform plat-
form. He is given a strong chance
of winning, drawing support from

Republicans as well as conserva- _

tive Democrats.

Mr. King is pitted against Re-
publican Susan Collins, a former
state business regulation commis-
sioner, and former two-term
Democratic Gov. Joseph Brennan.
A fourth candidate running on the
Green Party ticket is expected to
draw votes away from Mr. Bren-
nan.

“King is very slick and well-
packaged and has spent more
money than any of the other can-
didates,” said Ben Coes, executive
director of the Maine Republican
Party. “He’s co-opting our mes-
sage”

Like Mr. Perot, Mr. King is “a

newcomer and a creature of the

media,” Mr. Coes said. “The voters

here tend to be cranky and inde-

pendent and can surprise people.”

There is only one independent
member of Congress, Rep. Ber-
nard Sanders of Vermont, a social-
ist.

“There are a lot of independent
and Green Party candidates run-
ning in other parts of the country,”
said David Carney, the National
Republican Senatorial Commit-
tee's political director. “None has
the potential to win their races,
though they have the ability to in-
fluence the outcome of some
races.”

But other third-party candi-
dates may emerge later this year
as contenders. “There are a num-
ber of states where independent
candidates are running, but the
deadlines for filing are later in the
season,” Mr. Carney said.

“It’s becoming more acceptable
for voters to consider independent
candidates, and they’re collecting
more and more votes,” Mr. Carney
said. “People aren’t sticking to just

the two major party candidates as |,

they once did.”

“There’s a huge amount of dis-
satisfaction out there, and over
time it could result in the Balkan-
ization of politics as a whole,” said
Alan Secrest, a Democratic cam-
paign pollster.

“By and large we are talking
about a process that is still in for-
mation,” he said.
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